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Wednesday May 15 – Friday May 24
 
Tour Operator:  Hidden Links
             Payment: $291.00
             Payment: $485.00
             Payment: $3278.62
 
Time difference: 5 hours ahead
Currency: British pound
Conversion rate:  $1995.39usd = 1455GBP @AAA no fees

Hotel: Greyfriars Hotel, single room, breakfast included.

Travel Insurance: Declined.
Expenses:  $550. Meals, game fees, incidentals.
Left with:  $900. American $ plus GBP $.  Spent all GBP$.  Returned with $765. American.
Credit Card: $527.20



Airline: Aer Lingus.   
Cost: $793.58 + seat upgrades $161.96 = $995.54
              Boston/Dublin.          5:50pm – 4:50am
              Dublin/Edinburgh.    7:40am – 9:00am
              Edinburgh/Dublin.    8:20am – 9:30am
              Dublin/Boston.          11:30am – 1:35pm

Golfers: Kenny Miller                Don Fraudette
                Andrew Hawkins        Mike Phippard
                Bob Gendron               Jack Tanner
                Paul Randall                Alex Nosevich
                Brooks McCarty         Jay Mayo
                Jim Lane                       Kate Ricker





Here we go:  Wednesday May 15, up at 5:00am,Leave work 11:15am arrive Shining Rock 11:45am.  Knight Transportation to Logan airport($30.)  Eight passengers, Brooks meeting us at Logan, Andrew, Jimmy & Jay already in Scotland. Jack flew out on Delta, the rest of us Aer Lingus.
Good news already, while waiting for the transportation at Shining Rock we received notification that Andrew, Brooks, Alex & me had been selected to play The Old Course on Friday, May 17.
Flight from Boston to Dublin, slept some, 2-3 hours, took ½ Ambien.  Feel OK landing. Very long first and second day of travel. Arrived at Greyfriars hotel after 1:15 minute taxi ride.  Waited several hours for room to be ready.  Room ready at 1:00pm after 27 hours of travel with little sleep.  Had 30 minutes before leaving for first round of golf at St. Andrew’s Jubilee course, within walking distance from hotel.  Walk to course was surreal as we had to pass The Old Course 1st and 18th holes.
Thursday May 16 – Round 1
           Course:    Jubilee course at St. Andrews
            Yardage: 6424 
            Tees:  Yellow
            Slope:  127
            Rating: 71.2
            Caddie/Cart/Walk:  walk with trolley(pull cart)
            Score:  100
            Green Fee:    80 lbs + 5lbs for trolley 
           Playing partners: Jim, Bob, Paul 

Fantastic course with spectacular views of ocean, surrounding landscape, St. Andrew’s buildings & architecture & The Old Course.  Did not play well.  Weather was very good mostly sunny, high 50’s, but very windy, 30mph.  Sand traps were very hard with steep faced sides, often had to play out sideways or backwards. The rough & gorse was nearly impossible to play from.  Jim & I played Paul & Bob in our league match.  Paul & Bob won 7-2. Playing was difficult with the travel, no sleep, walking and  wind.  Exhausted at end, last 6 holes were just survival.  Tipped Jim's caddie, Steve, 10lbs, he was a good guy & very helpful to all. Need some food and sleep.     

Friday May 17- Round 2        

           Course:  The Old Course at St. Andrews
            Yardage:  6387
            Tees:  Yellow
            Slope:  129
            Rating:  71.4
           
            Caddie/Cart/Walk:  Caddie, Steve
            Score:  97
            Green Fee:  190lbs, caddie 55+45=100
            Playing partners: Alex, Brooks, Andrew
Absolutely a spectacular experience.  A very special place. Hit the ball very well, but didn`t score well, 97.  Bunkers like yesterday nearly impossible.  Very windy.  Drove the ball great. My caddie commented (“drives were boring, but after that things got exciting"). Had a 12’ birdie put on 18, left it short but made par.

Saturday May 18 – Round three

            Course: Castle Course, part of St. Andrews
            Yardage:  6376
            Tees:  Yellow 
            Slope:  135
            Rating:  71.9
            Caddie/Cart/Walk:  Caddie, John
            Score:  96
            Green Fee:  Included, caddie 55lbs + 35lbs tip
              Playing Partners:  Bob, Andrew, Jack
A beautiful ocean course.  A very different looking course, lots of mounds, gorse, blind shots & undulating greens.  Weather was miserable, cold, misty rain & wind.  For the first time in my golfing life I wore three different hats during the round, a waterproof bucket hat, a wool hat & a baseball hat. Hit the ball well but again didn`t score well, 96.  Made first birdie of trip on the 10th hole par 3.  I realized after yesterday and today that “I had never really played golf until I played here.”
              
Sunday May 19 – Rounds four & five

           Course:  Gleneagles The King's Course
            Yardage:  6150
            Tees:  Yellow 
            Slope:  128
            Rating:  71
            Caddie/Cart/Walk:  Caddie, Malcolm
            Score:  96
            Green Fee:  Included, caddie 60lbs + 50lbs tip
             Playing Partners:  Jim, Don, Andrew
Beautiful golf course, not a links course, more like our courses back home.  Grass on the fairways and traditional type bunkers.  Played Ok but again didn’t score well, 96.  Whether was miserable, rain and mist for most of the round.

            Course: Gleneagles PGA Centenary course
            Yardage:  6326
            Tees:  Yellow
            Slope:  137
            Rating:  72
            Caddie/Cart/Walk:  Cart
            Score:  94
            Green Fee:  Included, cart 30lbs
             Playing Partners: Jim, Jack, Mike
Second round of the day.  Played after lunch.  The weather turned better which was good because all of our close were wet from the morning round.  We were able to use the locker room and the attendant dried our wet close in the “dry” cabinet.  More of the same golf and score, 94, wise.  This was the hardest course so far and I did record my best score so far with a 94.  Birdied the second hole a par 5.  Fantastic course with great holes.  Traditional bunkers and grass on the fairways.
Monday May 20 – Round six

           Course:  Carnoustie Championship Course
            Yardage:  6589
            Tees:  Yellow
            Slope:  135
            Rating:  74
            Caddie/Cart/Walk:  Caddie, Alf
            Score:  87
            Green Fee:  Included, caddie 55lbs & 30
             Playing partners:  Jim, Jay, Mike 
Beautiful weather, no rain, little wind, low 60’s.  Carnoustie Championship Course.  Where Jean Valdevelde imploded on 18.  Home of Hogans Alley.  Played my best round(87) yet. 42/45.  Birdied the first par 3 from 4’.  Hit my 3rd shot on 18, par 4, 421yds, over the “burn" from 110 to a gimmie par.  Picture of me with fairway in background is Hogan's Alley.  Picture of me with burn, building and ball close to plan is 18.  Hit all my shots today, got out of two bunkers in good shape, just a couple of mistakes, missed the shot on 10, had to re-tee, made a 6. Only one bad hole, a 7 on 14.  Best round so far and on a links course.
Tuesday May 21 – Rounds seven & eight

            Course:  Craighead Links at Crail
            Yardage:  6185
            Tees:  Yellow
            Slope:  135
            Rating:  72.3
            Caddie/Cart/Walk:  Cart
            Score:  89
            Green Fee: Included, cart 15lbs, 
             Playing Partners:  Jim, Mike, Jay
Weather was cool, no rain, a little wind.  Nice course, not links style.  Played OK, 89.  There were two holes where you had to hit your approach shot over a rock wall or grass mound.  The course had rock walls all throughout. 

           Course:  Balcomie Links at Crail
            Yardage:  5861
            Tees:  White
            Slope:  122
            Rating:  69.7
            Caddie/Cart/Walk:  Cart, four caddie
            Score:  89
            Green Fee: Included, cart 15lbs, four caddie 30lbs
              Playing Partners:  Paul, Jay, Alex
Didn't like the course.  On the ocean. Weather was cool with a hail storm for a few holes.  Short course with 6 par there’s, some short par 4’s.  Caddie was not good, he didn't carry any bag and gave bad reads on the green.  Didn't play well, but really wasn't into the course.
Wednesday May 22 – Rounds nine & ten

            Course:  Kittocks Course  
            Yardage:  6327
            Tees:  Yellow
            Slope:  128
            Rating:  71
            Caddie/Cart/Walk:  Cart, Four caddie, Cameron
            Score:  95
            Green Fee: Included, Four caddie 30lbs
             Playing partners:  Andrew, Alex, Brooks
Spectacular golf course, excellent condition, ocean course with amazing views and holes on the ocean.  Weather was cool & windy, had some rain for a couple of holes.  Hit the ball well but didn`t score well.  Could see the town of St. Andrew’s from some of the holes.  Had lunch at the Fairmont hotel.

            Course:  Torrance Course
            Yardage:  6051
            Tees:  Yellow
            Slope:  126
            Rating:  70
            Caddie/Cart/Walk:  Cart, four caddie, Cameron
            Score:  91
            Green Fee: Included, Cart 30lbs, four caddie 30lbs
             Playing partners: Andrew, Alex, Brooks
Second round of day.  Well maintained course.  More inland than Kittocks. Nice course with nice holes, but nothing  spectacular.  Weather was windy and cool, one hole with light rain.  Putted one in from off the green for par, finally.  Played OK, some good some not so good.
Thursday May 23 – Round eleven 
            Course:  Kingsbarn Golf Links
            Yardage:  6356
            Tees:  Green
            Slope:  132
            Rating:  71.1 
            Caddie/Cart/Walk:  Caddie, Andrew
            Score:  105
            Green Fee:  Included, caddie 90lbs
             Playing Partners:  Jim, Jack, Kate
Final round of trip.  Weather was very windy, no rain & not that cold.  Jim & Jack played their blue tee match, Jack won on 18.  This was another spectacular golf course.  Amazing views and great holes. Links style course.  Fairways were like concrete with no grass under the ball.  Deep rough was impossible to get out of.  I couldn't play off the fairways, a lot of shanks, or the deep rough.  Worst round of trip, 105.  Caddy suggested we bring a “mat" to hit off from the fairways.  I played OK on some shots & some holes, so my caddie kept referring to me as “good" Kenny & “bad" Kenny, it was mostly “bad" Kenny on this day.
             
            



Gifts:  Sandy – Jersey/Jacket
            David – 2 hats
            Jesse – Hat
            Clyde - Hat
            Matthew – Hat
            Tommy – Shirt
             Steve – Shirt (matching), Hat
              Me – 2 shirts, long sleeve zip.

Final thoughts, summary, highlites, misc, etc.
1.  Andrew did an amazing job organizing, scheduling, selecting the hotel & golf courses, and keeping all of informed the entire trip.  He is to be commended.
2. Likewise, Paul did a fantastic job organizing & scheduling all the golf matches.  As well as collecting the common funds & paying out the golf match winners.  Also, he handled the budget and took care of all the common meals, taxis & tips.  Lastly he kept us all updated by email of all the results & standings of all of the golf matches.  He is also to be commended.
3. It was an amazing trip, that went off without any issues.  The Grayfriars hotel was perfectly located in the town of St. Andrew’s.  The accomodation’s were excellent.  They had a pub/restaurant downstairs.  This served as our meeting place and included breakfast.  Greyfriars was just a short, block and a half, walk to the first tee at The Old Course.
4. Ken & Jim played Paul & Bob in the first ever Shining Rock international league match.  Paul &  Bob won 7-2.
5. Jim & Jack played the first ever Shining Rock international blue tee match.  Jack won one up on the 18th hole in what was a great match.
6. I drank my first scotch with Don at his recommendation.
7. Taxis vans took us everywhere, to & from the airport, and to & from all of the golf courses.
8. The weather was generally cool and windy.  One day, The Castle Course was the worst, cold, windy & a misty rain all day.  The morning round on The King's Course at Gleneagles was also very rainy.
9. Everyday four to five layers was needed.  Overall, given the time of year and this being Scotland, the weather was good.
10. The Old Course was a very special experience, I had to keep reminding myself to slow down and take it all in.  In some ways it was a spiritual experience.  We were truly on “hallowed” ground.
11. I missed a 12 foot birdie putt on 18 at The Old Course, I did make a par.  I also hit my third shot on 18 at Carnoustie to a foot for a gimmie par.
12. In Scotland potato chips are called crisps and steak fries are called chips. 
13. In Scotland they drive on the left side.
14. Some colloquialisms you here are these words/terms a lot.  “Perfect" – After giving a waitress your food order she will say – “Perfect”.  “Meant" – The weather was “meant” to be better.  “Lovely" – That was a “lovely" golf shot.  “Brilliant”. – Used in response to something good that you said or did.
15. Carts are called “buggies”, pull carts are called “trolley’s.
16. Some courses didn't have buggies.  Mostly because the courses were built so long ago.
17. The steeped face bunkers were very difficult to play out of.  The deep rough was impossible to play from.
18. I never really got the feel for putting from off the green.  It was difficult to judge the distance and speed.  My 60 degree lob wedge and 54 degree gap wedge were hard to play because the fairways were so tight, hard and little grass under the ball.  As mentioned above putting was difficult.  The last few rounds I figured out that a pitching wedge or 8 or 9 iron was the way to play around, but not on, the green.
19. The guys, and Kate, were all great.  Everyone looked out and helped each other.
20. Mike was an inspiration to all of us.  71 years old and battling some medical issues, he played every round.  Great job Mike!
21. Took a lot of pictures from all the golf courses, I’m concerned they won't do justice to what we saw.
22. 
23. I ate two eggs, baked beans & orange juice  for breakfast.  Lunch was burgers, chili, chicken caesar salad.  I ate a lot of “chips" with lunch & dinner.  Dinner was set steaks, lasagna  & fish.  Had desert most nights, brownie Sundays, or just  ice cream.
24. Never took my phone of airplane mode, used wifi in hotel & what's app.  
25. Six rounds I took a caddie &  3 rounds a “four” caddie.  The caddies were generally good, some were great.  I felt the guys over tipped the caddies a bit, in my opinion. They cost 55-60lbs and they would give 100lbs.  Not sure who was right, but the caddies all seemed happy.
26. I used 16 golf balls for 11 rounds.

Final Cost:
Hidden Links: $4055.
Airfare:  $996.
Group meals, taxis, tips: $550.
GBP $:  $1995. American ($1455.GBP)
Shirt's:  $100.
American $: $135.
Credit Card: $532.45 includes $5.25 vat tax.
VAT tax refund: Received 2 checks $13.25 & $44.80 on 7/31/2019.
Total: $8305.40
Not sure what happened to item 22.  I think maybe it was originally "GUR",  but maybe it is not "GUR" anymore :)
